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Louisiana Parole Project to Receive Louisiana State Bar Association’s 
2018 Children’s Law Award 
 
The Parole Project, a statewide nonprofit based in Baton Rouge, will be recognized for its 
advocacy of juveniles impacted by the criminal justice system with the Louisiana State Bar 
Association’s 2018 Children’s Law Award in a May 22 awards ceremony. Hosted by the state 
Supreme Court, the ceremony will take place in the justices’ courtroom.  
 
Started in late 2016 in response to the U.S. Supreme Court’s Montgomery v. Louisiana decision, 
and Act 277 of the 2017 Louisiana Legislature, the Parole Project represents individuals serving 
mandatory life without parole sentences for crimes committed when they were children. Under 
Montgomery and Act 277, these “juvenile lifers” now have an opportunity for release through 
the state Board of Pardons and Parole. In addition to representation before the board, the 
Parole Project’s mission includes a “step-down” residential transition program to assist clients 
with their reentry. 
 
Most of Parole Project’s clients have been incarcerated 30 years or more. The step-down 
transitioning is a three-phase process that includes an intensive reorientation module for 
reconnecting with a world decades different from the one they left; a long-term housing 
module where they can find employment, connect with services and become self-sufficient; 
and a continuity of coaching and mentoring module by Parole Project staff. 
 
The Children’s Law Award was first presented by the state Bar Association in 2009. It is given 
annually to a maximum of one Louisiana attorney and one Louisiana-based organization that 
has provided outstanding services in the field of children’s law during the previous year. 
 
To date, the Parole Project has successfully transitioned nine clients granted release. Statistical 
data gathered from multiple studies show that “lifers” who are released on parole have the 
lowest risk factor for reoffending of all groups of prisoners. 
 
The Parole Project follows the standards of the Louisiana Prisoner Reentry Initiative, an 
evidence-based model for creating successful transition and reducing recidivism. 


